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Abstract: In this paper, I research the public commemoration of women in the Treasure Valley
and Southwest Idaho. Public memorials were sought out, visited, and photographed. A map was
created of the locations and added to a website I made as part of this project,
www.idahowomeninhistory.com. In order to make an argument for more statuary and
monuments to women in Idaho there needed to be an explanation for the omission. I begin with
the glaring absence of women in the public sphere and popular history (written and dominated by
men), which explains their lack of celebration in public spaces. They were invisible. Society
honored what it valued the most, men and their contributions. As women’s equality movements
waxed, the trend of public statuary to individuals waned. Event and group commemoration,
abstract art, and dedicated spaces became the norm. I categorize the types of commemoration as
Compensatory, Contributory, Construction, and Challenging. I then place Southwest Idaho’s
women’s monuments into those categories. Statues simply in female form do not count if they
are the embodiments of ideas like Justice, Liberty, or mythical beings like mermaids and angels.
I discuss the arguments against adding statues, and the push to achieve equal representation by
subtraction. Ultimately, I side with increasing women’s commemoration in Southwest Idaho.
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There is not equal representation of women in public spaces in the form of memorials or
monuments. This is true of the United States, and every other nation in the world. There has been
an absence of almost any commemoration for millennia, and only recently have some nations
endeavored to expand their landscapes to include women 1. I will examine the massive gender
gap in commemoration and its roots in societal roles and the historical record. Public
commemoration of women in the Treasure Valley of Idaho has been expanding with a definite
fervor for those with civic involvement over those who are national figures or political leaders. It
is time to make those additions to our landscape.
The lack of women in public commemoration in general cannot be understood without
first considering a woman’s perceived role and obligations in society throughout human history.
Women have been denied autonomy. Women have been assigned the role of helpmate of men
and nurturer of children whose concerns are solely domestic. In matters of state and religion
women have not been permitted to be public leaders 2. You can cut and paste that version of the
state of gender relations into virtually any time and place you want in world history. Women
blended into the background while men made political decisions and dramatic changes in
society 3. In the preface to her book Idaho Women in History, Betty Penson-Ward shares an
intriguing legend that poetically sums up the situation;
Chanting the family tree was once such a popular custom that many Indians knew the
names of all their ancestors for six generations back, 126 persons. After six, it didn’t
matter. The name of the seventh generation was synonymous with the word for the
distant blur on the horizon, the far color of haze. The no-color of woman 4.
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They were invisible. Women were ignored if they were lucky. Treated poorly, abused,
and saddled with donkey work based on their sex was more often the case for most women.
History was never recorded solely for the sake of the preserving the past for the future but
are subjective and manipulated to the purposes of the messenger 5. The recording of history was
accomplished by the elite males of society and served their purposes 6. Women’s memories and
experiences were deemed private and largely ignored. They were considered a static part of
history. It was assumed they were dutifully fulfilling their domestic role indifferent to the public
activity going on around them. Absent from politics and the historical record women were
denied commemoration 7. Their absence is a monument.
The history of commemoration in the United States is in its relative infancy. The
Founding Fathers expressed the opinion that a democracy should not honor any individual at all.
For a new country there needed to be a national memory, shared by the people, and a rejection of
their English past 8. Most politicians wanted to solidify the United States as a nation and
commemorate war heroes, and a whole lot of “firsts”. Rarely did this take the form of statues or
monuments at the time. Nation building was the primary concern.
Many of the American hero commemorations in the United States were built after the
Civil War and through the early 20th century 9. Before 1920 and women’s right to vote, women
were one homogenous group of people to be forgotten in public spaces 10. Although they had
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entered the public and were active in civil society women had gained their citizenship near the
end of that active era of monument building. There had been representations of female form in
American symbolism. The Statue of Liberty is a female, Justice blindfolded holding the scales is
a female. They are archetypal and mythical forms, not real living breathing historical figures 11.
They are meaningful but not for historical purposes in public commemoration. Once mythical
statues are removed from the count, and statues that are not outdoors in the public, only 7.6% of
statues in the U.S. honor a woman 12. The hero on a pedestal in public spaces has been the go-to
monument in much of United States history but have not been the stylistic trend in many
decades. This raises questions of how to achieve equity in the new landscape of commemorating
women. After such a long absence, how do we meet the challenge of expanding our landscapes
to include women?
A deep analysis to identify women for memorials and monuments should always take
place 13. Commemoration is both a political and social activity 14. It takes money, time, public
space, conviction and stamina for a group that wants the commemoration achieved 15. They are a
celebration, a way to show reverence, and they hope to be meaningful to the society that views
them. They reflect what mattered in society at the time they were created 16. The rhetoric and
discourse involved in the establishment of a monument or memorial is important to the
commemoration itself 17. It is important that he selection of any person should be open to public
discourse before being installed.
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There are different categories of public memorials and monuments. These are laid out by
Teresa Bergman in her book The Commemoration of Women in the United States; Remembering
Women in Public Space. I have combined her stages of women’s history with her
commemoration stages as it clarifies each category and given each a one-word label starting with
C to help with memorization. I will apply the categories to all the sites that I have visited
personally.
Category One is Compensatory. This includes memorials and monuments that celebrate a
single achievement, feat of endurance, etc. In the Treasure Valley, a good example would be the
memorials to Marie Dorion, who in the winter of 1814 endured a tragic ordeal saving her two
young children and herself by traversing from Parma, over the Blue Mountains, to Walla Walla,
Washington over 53 days 18.
Category Two is Contributary. This includes the “woman behind a great man or men”
memorials and monuments. Examples in the Treasure Valley would be Sacajawea. During the
Lewis and Clark Expedition her husband, French-Canadian trapper Toussaint Charbonneau, was
hired as a guide-interpreter. She was fifteen at the time and had a two-month-old son, Baptiste
(aka Pomp). In 1805 she was crucial to their journey as they passed through Shoshone country
where she was kidnapped from years earlier by another tribe. She was able to enlist relatives to
help the expedition and worked alongside the men as needed in many endeavors 19.
Category Three is Construction. This is using memorials and monuments to rewrite the
historical narrative to accurately include the contribution of women. The Foote Park Interpretive
Center in Boise, Idaho prominently features Mary Hallock Foote- a prolific and talented writer,
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poet, and illustrator of the 19th and early 20th century. She was able to reflect the anguish of
women and families who moved to the Wild West based on her own personal experiences and
observances. She designed the stone house she lived in with her husband above the Boise River
by Diversion Dam and it is on the site of that home that the memorial sits.
Category Four is Challenging. This is more involved than the previous three. The
memorial or monument would include an analysis of the social hierarchies that disempowered
women to begin with 20. It would challenge the very idea of maleness/femaleness and interrogate
the social construction of gender. Bergman herself struggled to locate a national monument or
memorial that met the criteria, the Woman’s Rights National Historical Park in Seneca Falls,
NY. In Idaho, the Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial in Boise goes beyond one class of
people and confronts injustice of all kinds, including sexism. The Spiral of Injustice teaches us to
never forget what injustice does to the “othered” in society. The Marilyn Shuler Classroom has
video clips on many topics of discrimination. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
adopted by the United Nations in 1948 is engraved in its entirety here and nowhere else in the
world. A statue of Anne Frank peering through a window at a sapling chestnut tree, an actual
descendant of the tree Anne often looked out at while in captivity in Amsterdam, places this
memorial arguably in the first three categories of commemoration simultaneously. She was in a
feat of endurance, was a helpmate to men (among others in her attic), her diary, published and
studied around the world, has constructed insight into the Holocaust from the viewpoint of a
Jewish girl. What pushes this memorial to the fourth category is the unrelenting challenge to hate
and injustice the entire site offers with every step a visitor takes. It is not specific to women
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which may be the only argument against it technically qualifying on that point – but the category
definition itself almost precludes that from being the case to my estimation.
I undertook to locate women commemoration sites by searching the internet and
reaching out to historical groups for leads. My first stop were the famous roadside historical
markers. Idaho has 244 of them and they are always worth pulling over to check out. After
examining the Idaho Highway Historical Marker Guide 21, I was a bit surprised to see women
dismally represented. Most of the markers indicate natural features, buildings, events, etc. There
are a solid three that feature women. Sacajawea, Marie Dorion (the only female marker in SW
Idaho), and Emma Edwards the eighteen-year-old creator of the Idaho State Seal. There are two
more signs that mention women, “British Settlers” mentions Ann Elizabeth Walmsley, who was
the first woman to convert to LDS in Europe, and “McCroskey Park” which states it was named
after pioneer woman Mary Minerva McCroskey, and follows that up with only details and
comment about her husband Virgil. There are twenty-two roadside historical markers that feature
men, which includes Lewis and Clark seven times. Many of the other signs that are not officially
titled for men mention only males as founders, miners, builders, ferrymen, pioneers, hunters, etc.
Miles of room for improvement here.
I was tipped off that a statue of Pocahontas was at the Idaho Botanical Gardens, and
Sacajawea was in Capitol Park near the statues of Lewis and Clark. Both bad leads. Sacajawea
was at the Idaho Botanical Gardens. What I presume was confused for her statue at Capitol Park
was a statue of Nez Perce Chief Twisted Hair who has long braids. There had been a statue of
Sacajawea and Pomp (her baby) in front of the Idaho State Museum before their remodel
recently, but she was moved inside. The larger than life statue of Sacajawea at the Botanical
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Gardens is aesthetically pleasing, sans Pomp, and amongst native plants and shrubs and the top
of a trail. The pinnacle of the Lewis and Clark trail at the Gardens, it would be a Category Two
of Contributory.
Marie Dorion had four places of commemoration. In Parma, within twenty feet of each
other, were the roadside historical marker and her statue. Rough and spray painted with blue in
spots, she is carrying one child on her back and holding another child’s hand in deep cement
which represents the snow on her arduous journey in 1814 22. The third marker is an old roadside
marker that was removed from Parma and donated to the Canyon County Historical Society and
placed in front of the Nampa Train Depot, the fourth a similar marker in front of their Our
Memories Indian Creek museum in Caldwell. They would all fall under Category One of
Compensatory.
The City of Boise has created the “Ribbon of Jewels” which are properties connected by
the Boise River Greenbelt that honor Idaho women for civic involvement-with the exception of
Olympian Kristin Armstrong 23. There are nine parks already built, and two more under
construction. These are Ann Morrison Park, Bernardine Quinn Riverside Park aka “Quinn’s
Pond”, Bethine Church River Trail, Dona Larson Park, Esther Simplot Park, Julia Davis Park,
Kathryn Albertson Park, Kristin Armstrong Municipal Park, and Marianne Williams Park. Alta
Harris Park, and Sue Howell Park are the latest additions and are in planning stages. Julia Davis
park includes a statue in the Rose Garden depicting the pioneer handing an apple to a girl,
representative of her contributions to early Idahoans. Ann Morrison park has her bust carved into
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a monument near the large beautiful fountains. These women are commemorated for their
contributions to civil society and are in Category Three of Construction.
The Laura Cunningham Memorial Arboretum is a nursery for the city of Boise. Donated
for that purpose and growing 900 trees at any one time, it honors a civic minded woman and has
been updated with new signage by local artist Stephanie Inman 24. It is a Category Three of
Construction. Women being commemorated for their public works seems to be a positive trend
in Boise.
Statue of Esther Simplot in front of the Esther Simplot Performing Arts Academy near 9th
and Myrtle in Boise depicts the philanthropist viewing three artists, two of which are women.
The scene that it sets is a tribute to a woman who famously funds the arts and is Category Three
of Construction.
When Betty Penson-War created her pamphlet for the Idaho Commission on Women’s
Programs in 1981 “Who’s Who of Idaho Women of the Past” she noted that temperance worker
Maty B Tolles was one of the “few women to be immortalized in monument”. A large bronze
drinking fountain was donated in her honor by the Women’s Christian Temperance Union to the
City of Boise in 1910. It was moved to the new City Hall location when it was built and was
restored in 1979 by the Boise chapter of National Organization for Women (NOW). It survived
the latest remodel of the plaza in 2018 but looks like a planter with no marker 25.
Patricia Romanko Library in Parma is named for the first Madame Mayor of Parma
elected in 1974. Before she was the first mayor, Romanko was the first woman to sit on their city
council just a few years prior. She was a woman who wanted to get things done for the town but
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said she’s “never carried any banners for women’s lib, that’s for sure” 26. She passed away in
2000, listed in the death notices I found with no mention of her civil service.
This concludes the public commemoration specifically to women I was able to locate in
the Treasure Valley.
There are arguments against the addition of monuments to women in the United States.
We do not build statues anymore and there isn’t any more room 27. It is true that landscape
architecture has become inflated and often includes parks and plazas, but statues can be placed in
small scaled areas. Whether it is appropriate to try and make gains by addition and not
subtraction is in debate. Many statues to males are redundant 28. Four statues to Lincoln in one
city, three to Washington, etc. They could be exchanged for a female honoree. Some say that is
erasing history, I say that it corrects the historical record to fit the truth. In the Treasure Valley
there is plenty of room for addition. In fact, all the female statues in Boise were made in the last
thirty years.
Another argument is that we do not build monuments to individuals anymore, but to
events. On a national level war is the most abundant type of event commemorated. Next are
events that involve law enforcement, firefighters, or local and national tragedies. These
memorials reflect public sentiments and can teach appreciation for sacrifice, but there are other
positive events that could be appreciated and commemorated. The promotion of awareness,
discoveries, achievements, agreements, and other uplifting and inspirational subjects would be
diversifying our public landscapes and a welcome change to the usual memorial fare.
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Idaho was ahead of its time when it came to the Women’s Rights movement. In Idaho
women had the right to vote in 1896, only the fourth state to do so and well before the 19th
Amendment was ratified 29. There are many suffragists in Idaho history with ties in the Boise area
that could be honored or remembered in public space. There is a darling 120-year-old Queen
Anne home named “Rosemere” that once belonged to Minnie Priest Dunton, woman’s rights
advocate and Idaho State Librarian at 906 West Hays St. It is on the National Register of Historic
Places, but there is no memorial there 30. That is just the tip of the iceberg of locations with
potential for suffragist commemoration and enlightened me to what was really missing from the
landscape of commemoration in the Treasure Valley.
Now is the time to work towards a public commemoration for women that is squarely in
Category Four of Challenging that does not have a philanthropist as its core value. A Women’s
Rights memorial to the many pioneering women of our area, from suffragist to public official,
where they will be celebrated out in the open and not just with words or a plaque, but with
imagery and bronze sculpture. In a short span of just a century and a half, these women brought
us from the hazy no-color of woman to the brilliance of public leadership. In America we have
overtold the story of world historical males and it is part time to integrate women back into
history and commemoration 31 As Betty Penson-Ward said in the preface to her book Who’s Who
of Idaho Women of the Past a full forty years ago, “…give recognition where it is well deserved,
and awaken succeeding generations of Idaho women to their legacy of increased life choices”.
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